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Dear members 

In the last quarter of 2012 we are happy to report some great 
news.  Dir Biyabir won a grant of $86,300 from our long-time 
supporters, the Christensen fund! 

The grant was won for a proposal we co-developed with adheno 
for an integrated approach to environmental rehabilitation and 
biodiversity protection in the Northern Shewa region of Ethiopia.  
We sincerely thank The Christensen Fund for the largest grant in 
our history and for their continued support of our work in 
Ethiopia.  

As w wrap up 2012, we would like to remind our members to please 
pay membership dues as early in the calendar year as possible.  We 
continue to see a lot of folks waiting until November and 
December before paying membership dues.  Your renewals are much 
appreciated, but this delay does drive a lot of extra work on our 
end to send reminders, so we kindly request your support on this.  
Paying dues by June of each year would be a tremendous help. 

We thank both our new and continuing members for their support.  
Your membership not only finances projects in Ethiopia, it also 
gives us the moral support to continue our work.  Thank you! 

We wish you and your families a very Merry Christmas and a 
Wonderful New Year! 

Greetings 
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The goal of the project is to rehabilitate 
the environment in Northern Shewa by 
addressing the root cause of the severe 
environmental degradation, i.e. extreme 
poverty.  The vast majority of trees are 
chopped for firewood for cooking or for 
building housing.  The resulting soil 
erosion has led to steep declines in 
agricultural yields in this farming 
community.  Thus the project scope 
includes planting and caring for 
indigenous trees, protecting the soil, 
reducing the demand for firewood, 
making clean water available, and 
developing microbusinesses to generate 
additional income for villagers.  
 
Our partners in Ethiopia, Adheno have 
already demonstrated great success 
with such an integrated approach in two 
smaller projects that Dir Biyabr had 
sponsored in the past with funding from 
TCF.  It is based on this success that 
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TCF funded the implementation of this 
concept on a larger scale.  
Adheno conducted extensive 
discussions with the community to 
understand their key needs and priorities 
and this was integrated into the following 
project activities: 
• Plant and care for 150,000 indigenous     

trees, including medicinal plants 
• Develop clean source of water, soil    

and water conservation 
• Locally made fuel efficient stoves 
•Set up income-generating micro  

businesses: textile weaving, baskets 
making, bee-keeping, horticulture 

• Upgrade current footpath to horse path 
for better access to markets 

• De-worming of school children 
 
We wish Adheno and the community 
much success with this project and look 
forward to reporting their progress. 
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